
Rev. Albert Zeller 
 

 
 
Rev. Albert Zeller was born in Besigheim, Wuerttemburg (present day Germany) on 
February 13, 1833. [1] He studied divinity at the University of Berne, Switzerland and 
was a regularly ordained minister like his ancestors.  In 1855, he came to the United 
States as a missionary to the settlers on the frontier. [2] Upon arrival he enrolled in 
seminary at German Evangelical Missouri College in Marthasville, Missouri (a 
precursor to present day Eden Seminary).   Once he passed his theological exam, he 
was officially a pastor in the service of the German Evangelical Church of the United 
States.  [3] Churches he served included: 

 
● 1857-1859 Brunswick, MO 
● 1859-1863 St. Johanniskirche -Hermann Township, Wisconsin 
● 1863-1866 Belden, Indiana 
● 1866-1868 Concordia - Belleville, Illinois 
● 1869-1872 St. Paul’s Pinckneyville, Illinois 
● 1873-1874 Newstadt, Ontario 
● 1875-1879 St. Paul’s Cleveland, Ohio 
● 1878-1883 St. Johannis Buffalo, New York 
● 1883-1896 St. Paul’s Evangelical Church, Rochester, New York [3] 

 
One of his most prestigious positions was that of general secretary of the German 
Evangelical Synod of North America, which he served in for 25 years. [2] 
 



Of his time in the St. Louis area, he came to dislike the hot and humid climate and the 
toll it took on his health.  He did, however, find satisfaction in the farm he resided in 
Millstadt with his livestock and gardens. [3] 
 
Rev. Zeller had a very industrious career spanning fifty-three years.  Throughout this 
career he filled pulpits by invitation and translated and published books.  He 
possessed the gift of song and was was known for his deep voice that led the 
congregation in singing hymns.  Rev. Zeller was married to his wife Augusta and had 
five children, one of which also became a minister. [2] 
 
Rev. Zeller died April 2, 1921 and is buried in Mount Hope Cemetery in Rochester, New 
York. 
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